
 

Arnold & Cooley Sword Factory 
 

Seth Arnold and Earl Cooley, of Connecticut, 
moved to Wadesboro in the early 1850’s and 
established a dry goods store.  Their store was 
located on West Wade Street. 

 In 1862 they had a contract with the Confederate 
Government to manufacture firearms, swords, and 
etc..  Some of their employees were Peter H. Swink 
and Hiriam Braswell, and a slave named Adam 
belonging to George Willoughby.    

According to Mary Medley’s Anson County 
history book, a factory was located on West Wade 
Street on what is now the old Brill Huntley place 
(302 West Wade Street).  Documents support that 
Earl Cooley did own property in that particular area. 

  There is also a lease agreement between Arnold 
& Cooley and Alfred Baucom for Baucom’s mill 
located off Jones Creek just outside Wadesboro.  

 The only known copy of a Arnold & Cooley 
sword resides in the Greensboro Historical Museum.  
This is a copy of a War of 1812 saber. Earl Cooley’s 
daughter gave to the sword to the museum. 


